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College Access Now helps students become the first 
in their families to attend and graduate from college. 
We help break down the process into manageable 
steps; the experience can be daunting when no one 
in your household has gone through it. Our coaches 
build relationships with students, offering practical and 
emotional support for these young trailblazers as they 
traverse the shifting terrain of applications, financial 
aid, and family obligations. 

But getting into college isn’t enough—we make sure 
students graduate. We help them choose the right 
school, create sustainable habits, and prepare for the 
transition away from family. Our intrepid youth enter 
college with the tools they need to prosper, as well 
as the enthusiasm and resilience required to tackle 
challenges. until they throw that cap in the air, degree 
in hand, we’re there to make sure they succeed.

Until they throw that cap in the air, 
we’re here to make sure they succeed

After graduation, our students return as community 
leaders, living lives in which college becomes an 
expectation, not a dream. The impact of a college 
degree is transformative—for students, for their 
families, and for all of us who benefit from a more 
informed, empowered society. 



For many of you, this is my first chance to introduce 
myself. Let me begin by offering heartfelt gratitude—
your commitment to helping students become the first 
in their families to graduate from college is inspiring and 
vital… and I’ve got great news to share in this report.

In April, I joined College Access Now (CAN) as Executive 
Director. I invite you to read more about my background 
here, but what I’d like to share with you today is the fact 
that this work runs deep for me; as a first generation 
college graduate—and one who accomplished that feat 
later in life—I have great compassion for our students. 
The courage of these young trailblazers inspires and 
motivates me every day. 

During my first few months at College Access Now, I 
focused on connecting with our community and delving 
into our history—dating back to our humble beginnings 
serving a handful of eager seniors out of a broom closet 
at Garfield High. Since then, our mission, values, and 
goals have remained crystal clear: helping students 
achieve their dream of graduating from college.

Each day we meet students at every point on the 
academic spectrum who never thought college was 
even a remote possibility. Working together, we build 
strong relationships with these students, and we stay 
with them, step by step, until they graduate from college. 

This year, our Board of Directors is leading the 
organization through a strategic-planning process that 
will guide us through the next phase of our work. It 
is my goal that we continue to expand our reach and 
support even more students while holding true to our 
grassroots nature, personal approach, and mission-
centered work.

As we look to the future—with seemingly unlimited 
need for our services—we look to you, our loyal 
supporters, to help us nurture our roots in order to 
grow strong, far-reaching limbs. Together, we’re 
making sure a growing number of students get the 
chance to attend college, graduate, and come home 
as community leaders, living lives in which college 
becomes an expectation, not just a dream. 

Warmly,

Susan Mitchell
Executive Director
susan@collegeaccessnow.org 
206.400.6886  ext. 106

the tallest trees have   
the deepest roots

helping students achieve their 
      dream of graduating from college. 

http://collegeaccessnow.org/about/staff
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2011-12 Key accomplishments

AmeriCorps GrAnt
The AmeriCorps grant is a game 
changer for CAN. This prestigious 
grant,  awarded through  the 
Washington Commission for National 

Community Service (WCNCS), strengthens CAN’s high 
impact and cost-effective model, providing partial 
financial support for 20 AmeriCorps members—the good 
folks on the ground with our students, meeting them 
right where they are, breathing life into the curriculum. 

This grant and other support from the community supported 
us in the following growth in 2012-13:

• Doubled the number of schools we serve 
 (from 3 to 6)
• increased the number of high school students 
 we serve from 154 to nearly 500!
• Launched our College Persistence Program

ColleGe persistenCe pilot
Since our inception, CAN has informally followed and 
supported all of our alumni through their college careers. 
And while our students have graduated at a significantly 
higher rate than their peers across the nation (CAN 
students = 46%; peers = 11%), mounting data highlights 
the need for continued support through college. The 
current economic climate, rising tuition rates, and lack 
of appropriate financial aid, combined with social and 
cultural challenges, create additional hurdles for CAN 
students to remain in college. 

our solution—last year, CAN piloted a College 
Persistence Program with a small group of university 
students. This fall we launched our College Persistence 
Program to our first cohort of 150 college freshmen. 
until they throw their cap in the air, degree in hand, 
we’re there to make sure they succeed. Read more 
about our CP Program here.

153 students who never 
imagined going to college 
are now en route to a degree

153 300154 400+ FAFSA applications College acceptancescollege essays college applications
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average free financial aid

http://collegeaccessnow.org/what/college


“Volunteering with the 
CAN program at Franklin 
High School has given 
me an opportunity to get 
to know some inspiring 
young people. They range 
from shy to sassy, nervous 
to confident. Many of 
them have challenging 
home situations. I admire 
them and I feel privileged 
to help them find their 
voices as they write and 
edit their application 
essays. It’s gratifying to 
know that this program 
is making a difference.”

From a very young age, Thang imagined himself 
going to college even though he had more than 
his fair share of obstacles in accomplishing the 
goal. Thang moved with his family from Vietnam 
when he was a small child. As he struggled to 
learn English and the American culture, he had doubts about succeeding as an immigrant, 
but his mother encouraged him to do his best, and Thang persevered. 

Over the years, Thang transitioned from English Language Learning classes to Advanced 
Placement classes and Running Start. He joined CAN at the start of his junior year 
because he “didn’t know how to get into college by himself.” His hard work paid off.

Thang was accepted to every one of the six schools he applied to, and he decided to 
attend the university of Washington Seattle where he began classes this fall. Moreover, 
he won multiple scholarships, allowing him to live on campus without taking out any 
loans next year. Thang states, “CAN helped with more than just the mechanics; I built a 
really good connection I can rely on. There is no one out there doing this with students.” 

thAnG phu, CAN Class of 2012

6827 miles to uw
Inspiration is a 
two way street

ChristinA DAwson, 
CAN Volunteer and Supporter

the drIve to dIploma
life on the road:



Ask Katherine Ly about her path to college, and you will 
hear about a strenuous and frustrating couple of years 
and a difficult final decision. She’ll share that she draws 
motivation from her parents, immigrants from Vietnam 
who have faced a lot of hard work, limited by their lack 
of education. Kathryn credits CAN with helping her get 
through a maze of college requirements and providing 
somewhere to go within Garfield High School for help. 

Katherine’s accomplishments speak for themselves. 
She was selected as a Gates Millennium Scholar, which 
has made it possible to attend Wesleyan college. She 
advises younger students, “Actually come in and ask 
for help when you need it—try not to wait until the last 
minute!” This practical wisdom Is serving Katherine well 
in college.

She is active in Women in Science, the Vietnamese 
Student Association, and has been volunteering at the 
YMCA taking blood pressure—“It’s a lot of fun” she 
says. It’s clear that she is on the road to a bright future.

KAtherine ly, CAN class of 2011, 
University of Wesleyan class of 2015

“I spent way too long inventing a board game to teach 
financial aid. As it turns out, inventing a board game 
is not easy, as one must devise ways to incorporate 
suspense, risk, and strategy as well as anticipate all of 
the potential outcomes to avoid pitfalls. What’s more, 
I wanted to make the game realistic, tailored to the 
economic situations of CAN students, with accurate 
interest rates and real-life scenarios that reflect some 
financial aid decisions as being riskier than others. 
After staring at the wall for hours (my thinking pose), 
the game turned out to be, I think, mildly instructive. I 
heard things like, ‘I missed my scholarship deadline so 
I didn’t get any money this round.’ I also learned that 
one student (in real life) has already raised $14,000 in 
scholarships. I’m so proud of my students!” 

CAsey hiCKs, AmeriCorps Member 
at West Seattle High School

learning to drive

Going the distance

who we serve

of our students are from low income households

are first in their family to go to college

of students served are of color (8% did not report)

of students speak a language other than English at home

of students hold a GPA below 3.047%

47%

92%

84%

100%



Our promise to our students is to be here for them as 
long as they need us. Our primary financial objective 
is to create a sustainable financial model that makes 
good on our promise. As the organization grows and 
we serve more students, sustainability requires diverse 
sources of funding and a watchful eye on expenses 
to ensure a high return on your investment—more 
students graduating college. 

financials how yoU fit in—

Discover more ways to support CAN here!

time, expertise, connections, financial support!

Helping students travel from difficult circumstances 
to a college degree is hard work. Your support is the 
lifeblood of College Access Now. We’d love your 
continued support to help these marvelous young 
achievers change their lives. Here are just a few ways 
you can contribute:

time

•   Work directly with students as a coach 
•   Join our Board of Directors or CAN committee 
•   Become a CAN advocate! 
Start here for more details, or email Volunteer 
Coordinator eric@collegeaccessnow.org.

FunDs

You make our work possible. Please consider making 
a tax-deductible financial contribution to support 
CAN students. Your gift, of any size, makes a difference! 

Notes to the Financial Statements:

1. Contributions include a one-time gift of $600,000. 
2. Contributions include the full-value of pledges to be 
    paid over multiple years.
3. Administration and Development expenses include 
    one-time recruiting expenses.

20%
Programs

71%

Fundraising/
Development

Administration

9%

expenses

Fiscal year 2012
8/1/11 - 7/31/12

revenues  

Contributions 

Grants  

Other 

total revenue 

expenses 

Programs

Administrative

Fundraising/Development 

total expenses  

Change in net Assets 

$1,052,516 

412,580 

3,318 

$1,468,414 

$402,529 

47,339

115,103

$564,971 

  $903,443 

*1&2 

*3

*3

Assets   

Cash & Cash Equivalents  

Pledges Receivable 

Prepaid Expenses & Other Assets

Furniture, Fixtures & Equipment, net

total assets     

  

liabilities   

Accounts Payable & Accrued Expenses

total liabilities 

net Assets 

Total Liabilities & Net Assets  

 

 $997,389 

876,857 

500 

6,563 

$1,881,309 

   

  

$17,779 

$17,779 

$1,863,530 

$1,881,309

  

*2

stAtement oF FinAnCiAl position

stAtement oF ACtivities

Contributions

72%

Grants

28%

Other 

0%

revenue

http://collegeaccessnow.org/howtohelp/givetime
http://collegeaccessnow.org/howtohelp
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